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Grade VI I I  

Lesson 4.  The Treasure Within 

 

 

 

 

 

Haf eez Cont ract or’s Biggest  Night mare 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  shar es wit h Bela Raj a, his biggest  night mar e. He t ells Bela t hat  t ill  

4-5 year s ago he used t o get  night mar es t hat  he was appear ing f or  a mat hemat ics examinat ion 

and he was not  pr epar ed f or  it . I t  is only now t hat  he has set t led in his pr of essional lif e t hat  he 

has got  over  t hese bad dr eams. 

  When Bela asks Haf eez about  his ear liest  memor ies of  school, he t ells her  t hat  he was a 

good st udent , but  only t ill t he second st andar d. He inf or ms Bela t hat  af t er  t he t hir d st andar d, 

he suddenly lost  int er est  in st udies and would spend all his t ime playing pr anks on ot her s. He 

used t o cheat  in t he exams and adopt  unf air  means t o be able t o pass t he examinat ion. 

 

The Principal’s Advice Changed his Lif e 

 Haf eez r ecollect s how t he one sent ence once spoken by t he school Pr incipal had a lif e 

changing impact  on him. When Haf eez r eached t he elevent h st andar d, t he pr incipal t old him 

t hat  he was a good st udent , but  he never  st udied. He also t old Haf eez t hat  now on he wouldn’t  

be able t o t ake car e of  him. He gave meet ing t o Haf eez’s lif e by making him conscious t hat  

af t er  t he deat h of  his f at her , his mot her  had wor ked ver y har d t o r aise him. I t  was now his 

t ur n t o r epay and t ake car e of  his mot her . 

  Haf eez t ells Bela t hat  he was a spor t sman and a champion along wit h being t he cr icket  

capt ain. But  af t er  t hat  incident , he st opped playing and concent r at ed ent ir ely on his st udies. All 

he did dur ing t hat  f ir st  year  was t o eat , pr ay and st udy. At  t he end of  t hat  year , he f air ed ver y 

well in his exams and secur ed a 50% mar ks. His Pr incipal congr at ulat ed him by saying t hat  t hese 

50% wer e no less t han dist inct ion. 

 

 

 

Supplement ary Reader 

Soul of  the Chapt er 
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Haf eez- his Memory and his Pranks  

  On being asked ot her  quest ions, Haf eez t ells Bela t hat  he had a memor y t hat  would f ail 

him easily. He used t o f or get  t hings quickly unt il and unless t hey wer e pr esent ed t o him in t he 

f or m of  a book. Then, he would be able t o r ecollect  like a phot ogr aph. 

  Haf eez f ur t her  inf or ms Bela t hat  he was only int er est ed in playing or  in t r ying pr anks on 

ot her s. Because, he was not  int er est ed in st udies, he would dist r act  t he ot her s. Most ly he used 

t o spend st udy hour s playing ‘chor  police’. Once in a week, he and his gang of  f r iends used t o go 

t o wat ch a movie. He was t he leader  of  his gang and what  int er est ed him wer e gang f ight s and 

planning st r at egies f or  t he same, not  academics. Ther ef or e, his j unior s would do an advance 

booking of  his t ext books f or  he opened t hem and t hey wer e br and new. 

 

What  Haf eez Want ed t o be and What  he Act ually Became 

 Haf eez want ed t o j oin t he Ar my. He had even got  t he admission let t er , but  his aunt  t or e 

up t hat  let t er . He, t hen, want ed t o j oin t he police f or ce. His mot her  asked him not  t o j oin 

police, but  j ust  t o do his gr aduat ion. So, he want  t o J aihind College in Bombay, by using 

someone’s inf luence. Ther e he st udied Ger man, t ill his t eacher  died. Af t er  t he deat h of  his 

t eacher , he st ar t ed lear ning Fr ench f r om his cousin, who was an ar chit ect ’s wif e. 

  He st ar t ed going t o an ar chit ect ’s of f ice t o lear n Fr ench. Ther e he saw somebody 

dr awing a window. Haf eez was able t o pin point  t he mist akes in t he dr awing. On being asked by 

his br ot her -in-law t o dr aw a couple of  t hings, t he br ot her -in-law was sur pr ised and asked him t o 

j oin ar chit ect ur e. I n t he ent r ance exam f or  ar chit ect ur e, Haf eez got  an ‘A+’ and t her e was no 

looking back af t er  t hat . Haf eez managed t o get  a f ir st  division t hr oughout . He explains t hat  all 

t his under st anding came f r om what  he used t o play and do dur ing school. 

 

Haf eez goes Back t o meet  Mrs Gupt a,  his Teacher 

While at  school, one of  hs t eacher s, Mr s Gupt a had t old him seeing his sket ches t hat  could 

become a good ar chit ect . For  ever yt hing else, he was quit e useless. When he f inally did become 

an ar chit ect , he went  t o meet  her  and let  her  know t hat  she ws quit e r ight  in her  eveluat ion of  

him. 
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Bela asks Haf eez his Reasons f or not  Being I nt erested in St udies 

Bela asks Haf eez his r easons f or  not  being int er est ed in st udies, if  it  was t he cur r iculum t hat  

made him disint er est ed. Haf eez explains t hat  he was not  good in languages and was ext r emely 

bad in mat hs. Also, he used t o f or get  ever yt hing t hat  was t aught . Ther e was no applicat ion of  

t he mind. He also t ells Bela t hat  lif e in boar ding school was ver y dif f icult . They used t o copy 

wor k in t he t est s t hey used t o wr it e and t he t eacher  used t o assume t hat  t hey had done t heir  

wor k. 

 

Gif t edness,  Learning Disabilit ies and a Dif f erent  Thinking 

  Bela quest ions him about  a gener al belief  about  gif t edness and disabilit ies going hand in 

hand. Haf eez r emar ks t hat  he has obser ved t opper s of  his class doing or dinar ily in lif e, and 

similar ly many such ot her  br illiant  people. He obser ves t hat  his st r eet -smar t ness is helping him 

t oday. Many lessons wer e lear nt  independent ly, out side t he academia. 

  Haf eez shar es wit h Bela t hat  his mind wor ked dif f er ent ly. I f  he saw t hat  it  was r aining 

out side, he used t o st ar t  t hinking of  ways t o st op t he wat er , of  ways t o const r uct  a dam f or  t he 

same and so on. He also shar es how f or  many st udent s he was ver y usef ul as he knew how t o cut  

a per f ect  but t on f r om a chalk. Since t her e was a lot  of  emphasis on discipline, no st udent  could 

af f or d t o be wit hout  one. 

 

Haf eez Worked Spontaneously and I nst inct ively 

On being asked how he decided what  he was t o of f er  t o his client s, Haf eez inf or med t hat  

obser vat ion was t he key t o it . He would obser ve how t hey t alked, what  t hey wor e? What  t hey 

eat ? And he was able t o assess t heir  t ast e. He would spont aneously come up wit h a plan t o suit  

t heir  t ast es. I t  could be called inst inct , ar it hmet ic or  mat hemat ics, he has begun loving t he 

subj ect  he hat ed t he most , which is mat hemat ics.  
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1.  What  did Haf eez Cont ract or have nightmares about ? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  had night mar es t hat  he was appear ing f or  a mat hs and he did not  

r emember  anyt hing. 

2.  What  did the Principal say t o him,  which inf luenced him deeply? 

  The Pr incipal explained t o Haf eez how har d his mot her  had wor ked af t er  t he deat h of  

his f at her  in or der  t o r aise him.  

  I t  was Haf eez’s t ur n t o r epay t he dept . These wor ds had a lif e changing impact  on 

Haf eez Cont r act or . 

3.  “… that  year I  did not  step out  ont o t he f ield. ” 

    What  was he busy doing t hat  year? 

  That  par t icular  year  Haf eez Cont r act or  dedicat ed his ent ir e t ime t o his st udies. 

4.   (i) What  ‘dist ract ion’ dis Haf eez Cont ract or creat e one day? 

  To escape st udying, Haf eez Cont r act or  would cr eat e a dist r act ion. He made ever yone 

play ‘chor  police’ f or  whole one hour . 

  (ii) Would you have liked t o part icipat e in t he ‘dist ract ion’ had you been wit h him? 

  I t  is t empt ing t o play t he games t hat  ever yone else is playing. I  , t oo, might  have 

par t icipat ed. 

 

 

 

1.  Haf eez Cont ract or want ed t o j oin t he police f orce.  Why didn’t  he? 

  Haf eez cont r act or  want ed t o j oin t he police f or ce, but  he didn’t  because his mot her  was 

not  in it s f avour . 

  His mot her  asked him t o f inish his gr aduat ion. He, t her ef or e, j oined t he J aihind College 

in Bombay. 

 

 

 

NCERT Corner 

Comprehension Check -  Check 1 

Comprehension Check -  Check 2 
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2.  I n t he arcitect ’s of f ice.  Haf eez Cont ractor was advised t o drop everything and j oin  

    archit ect ure.  Why? 

   I n t he ar chit ect ’s of f ice he ws advised t o dr op ever yt hing and j oin ar chit ect ur e because 

his dr awing and sket ching was excellent . Wit hout  having gained any t r aining in t he f ield. He was 

able t o put  var ious st r uct ur es int o per spect ive. 

3.   (i) What  was Mrs Gupa’s advice t o Haf eez Cont ract or? 

  Mr s Gupt a advised Haf eez t o j oin ar chit ect ur e as she f elt  t hat  he would excet  in 

not hing, but  ar chit ect ur e. 

  (ii) What  made her advise him so? 

  Mr s Gupt a was impr essed by his sket ches and t her ef or e, she gave him t his piece of  

advice. 

4.  How did he help f ellow st udent s who had lost  a but t on? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  knew t he skill of  cut t ing a per f ect  but t on f r om chalk, a but t on t hat  

would st ay f ixed t ill t he school ended. This way he would help f ellow st udent s who would have 

lost  t he but t on of  t heir  shir t s or  t r ouser s. 

5.  Which rules did he break as a school boy? 

  As a st udent , Haf eez Cont r act or  br oke all r ules. He used t o cheat  in exams, use unf air  

means t o at t ain a copy of  t he quest ion paper . He was also good at  dist r act ing t he class and so 

on. 

6.   (i) What  is Haf eez Cont ract or’s def init ion of  mathemat ics? 

  Accor ding t o Haf eez Cont r act or , put t ing t oget her  designs, const r uct ions, psychology and 

sociology and making a sket ch f r om it  is ‘Mat hemat ics’. 

  (ii) How would you want  t o def ine mathemat ics? Do you like the subj ect ? 

   I  would def ine mat hs as t hat  br anch of  science t hat  makes use of  numer ical t o der ive 

and pr ove concept s. I  t r uly love t his subj ect  f or  it  is ver y int er est ing.  

 

 

 

Answer t he f ollowing quest ions.  

1.  I s it  likely t hat  someone who is original and int elligent  does not  do very well at  school?  

   Should such a learner be called a f ailure? I f  not ,  why not ? 

Exercises 



 

 

                                                                         6                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

 I t  is quit e possible t hat  people who ar e or iginal or  int elligent  do not  do well at  school. 

Such school t hink dif f er ent ly and imaginat ively, somet hing t hat  doesn’t  mat ch wit h t he 

st andar d expect at ions of  t he school. 

Such lear ner  is not  necessar ily a f ailur e, but  a lear ner  wit h dif f er ent  capacit ies. 

2.  Who,  in your view,  is an ‘unusual’ learner? 

  An ‘unusual’ lear ner  is someone who may not  be good in all subj ect s, but  can do 

except ionally well in anot her  f ield. Usually, he is a per son who pr oves himself  t o be a genius at  

some lat er  point . 

3.  What  can schools do t o draw out  the best  in unusual learners? Suggest  what ever seems  

    reasonable t o you.  

  These schools should enable t he st udent s t o incr ease t heir  pot ent ial in what ever  t hey 

ar e good at . Also, ext r acur r icular  act ivit ies such as music, paint ing, dance and spor t s should be 

kept  at  par  wit h academic subj ect s such as mat hs, sciences and languages. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why made Haf eez Cont ract or f eel t hat  the phase of  get t ing nightmare was now over? 

   Haf eez Cont r act or  t hought  t hat  now since he doesn' t  need t o t hink about  examinat ions 

anymor e, his psyche has got  over  wit h t he phase of  get t ing night mar e. 

2.  What  was t he designat ion of  Bela Raj a? 

  Bela Raj a was an edit or  of  Spar sh, a newslet t er  f r om t he Resour ce Cent r e, The Valley 

School, Bangalor e. 

3.  For how many years had Haf eez Cont ractor learnt  French? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  had spent  7 year s lear ning Fr ench. I t  is a dif f er ent  mat t er  t hat  he 

didn’t  even acquir e t he skill of  speaking a f ew phr ases cor r ect ly. 

4.  Who was Behram Divecha? 

  Behr am Divecha was a f r iend of  Haf eez Cont r act or  wit h whom Haf eez used t o have 

compet it ions f or  designing f or t s, guns and ammunit ion. 

 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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5.  Which were the subj ect s that  Haf eez was good at ? 

  Haf eez ment ions t hat  he could deal wit h science and geogr aphy. At  ever yt hing else, he 

was ext r emely bad. 

6.  When and wit h whom did Haf eez Cont ractor commence his career? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  began his car eer  in 1977 under  t he appr ent iceship of  T Khar eghat .  

7.  Whom does Haf eez Cont ract or give credit  f or t he lessons he had learnt  about  lif e? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  not es t hat  lif e at  boar ding schools was dif f icult , but  t hat  made him 

st r eet  smar t . He cr edit s t hose lesson f or  what  he has lear nt  about  lif e t han academics. 

8.  What  does Haf eez Cont ract or have t o say about  the class t oppers? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  shar es his obser vat ions about  his class t opper s and ot her  good 

st udent s. They wer e doing or dinar ily in lif e. 

9.  What  did Haf eez Cont ract or wish t o do? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  want ed t o j oin t he Ar my. Lat er  t hen, he t hought  of  j oining t he police 

f or ce. His aunt  and mot her  wer e not  in f avour  of  t hese t o pr of essions, r espect ively. 

10.  What  did Haf eez Cont ract or plan St rat egies f or? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  planned st r at egies f or  f ight ing against  t he gangs. 

 

 

 

1.  Why did t he st udent s use t o book Haf eez Cont ract or’s book in advance? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  har dly opened his books t o st udy, except  a lit t le bef or e t he exams. 

His books wer e t echnically br and new.  

  The st udent s knew t his. His j unior s, t her ef or e, used t o book his books in advance f or  

t heir  next  class. 

  They could t her eby buy second hand books which wer e almost  new. 

2.  What  does Haf eez Cont ract or say about  his memory? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  said t hat  he used t o f or get  t hings ver y easily. He could r emember  

only t hose t hings t hat  he saw as a phot ogr aph. I f  he r ead a book, he could r emember  t he 

mat t er  like a phot ogr aph , but  not  so t hr ough his mind. 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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3.  What  used t o be Haf eez Cont ract or’s st at e of  mind af t er incurring t he wrath of  his  

   t eachers? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  used t o incur  t he wr at h of  his t eacher s quit e of t en. However , he 

inf or med Bela Raj a t hat  he har dly had any t ime t o r ef lect  on t he beat ing or  scolding t hat  he 

would have r eceived f r om his t eacher s. He would be so busy playing. 

4.  Why did Cont ract er opt  f or German in Collage? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or  had t o choose bet ween eit her  Fr ench or  Ger man at  J aihind Collage. 

He choose t o opt  f or  Ger man because he had spent  7 year s lear ning Fr ench and he could har dly 

ut t er  any wor ds in Fr ench. So, he t hought  of  t r ying his hand at  Ger man. 

5.  Describe Haf eez Cont ract or’s act ivit ies during his eleventh grade.  

  Dur ing his elevent h gr ade. Haf eez Cont r act or  was deeply st ir r ed by t he advise given t o 

him by his school Pr incipal. 

  That  ent ir e year , Cont r act or  wit hdr ew himself  f r om t he f ield and t he var ious games he 

used t o play and devot ed his ent ir e t ime t o his st udies. He used t o mer ely eat , pr ay and st udy. 

 

 

 

1.  What  did Haf eez Cont ract or do in the archit ect ’s of f ice that  led t o his becoming an  

   archited himself ? 

  I n t he ar chit ect ’s of f ice, Haf eez Cont r act or  saw someone making a dr awing of  a window. 

He point ed out  t he mist akes in t he dr awing and said t hat  accor ding t o t he sket ch t he window 

would never  open.  

  Lat er , he made some specif ic dr awings on asked by his br ot her -in-law and was f ound t o 

be impr essive f or  t hat  par t icular  f ield. This led t o t he f ut ur e cour se of  act ions which in t ur n 

f acilit at ed his becoming an ar chit ect . 

2.  Give examples f rom the book t o indicat e that  Haf eez Cont ract or looked at  t hings  

    dif f erent ly.  

  Ther e ar e many inst ances in t he chapt er  t hat  pr ove t hat  Haf eez Cont r act or  looked at  

t hings dif f er ent ly. For  inst ance, when it  began t o r ain out side while he was in class, his mind 

would dr if t  t o t hink about  ways t o build a dam in or der  t o block t he f lowing wat er . 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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  He would also pr obe quest ions like how much wat er  could t he dam be able t o hold and so 

on. To save his f r iends, he would apply his skill t o cut  but t ons f r om a chalk wit h t he help of  a 

blade. 

 

 

 

1.  Why are st udent s who are original in t heir t hinking labelled as f ailures at  school? 

  A school usually adher es t o f ixed and st andar d t eaching and lear ning pr act ices in 

accor dance wit h a given cur r iculum. I t , t her ef or e, f ails t o acknowledge or iginalit y in childr en as 

it  is const ant ly f or cing t hem t o be good in ever yt hing. However , in t he pr ocess of  becoming 

good in ever y subj ect , or iginal t hinker s at  t imes f or get  what  t hey ar e br illiant  in. They end up 

being br anded as f ailur es. 

2.  What  import ant  lesson do we learn by looking closely at  Haf eez Cont ract or’s lif e? 

  Haf eez Cont r act or ’s lif e t eaches us t wo impor t ant  lessons. I t , f ir st , t eaches us t hat  it  is 

never  t oo lat e t o decide t o wor k har d. I n his elevent h gr ade, when Cont r act or  decides t o wor k 

har d, he f air s quit e well in his exams. Secondly, his lif e also t eaches us t hat  we should not  

under est imat e anyone’s power s. J ust  because someone is a dif f er ent  lear ner  doesn’t  mean t hat  

she is a f ailur es. 

 

 

Value Based Quest ions 


